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On behalf of the wide group involved in running our Elders Bal-

moral Victoria Trials, I wish everyone a joyful and peaceful 

Christmas and a prosperous new year.  

 

New faces on board 

It is with delight we welcome Liz Mecham as secretary of our 

committee.Liz hails from the NSW Riverina with a wool and rice 

growing background. After 10 years working for The Land 

Newspaper as a regional reporter based in Albury and as a free-

lance contributor covering all agricultural and social issues, she 

now works from home in Hamilton writing for national agricultural industry magazines (citrus and turf growing) 

and PR for local government and agricultural businesses. She tells me she can often be found at her computer with 

either a coffee or wine beside the keyboard, trying to avoid the housework. 

Again we welcome new committee members to our group and we always offer a welcoming open door approach 

to others. I am eternally grateful for the support our committee provides throughout the year and the sharing of 

knowledge and camaraderie; it is a privilege to be part of. 

 

Tough seasonal conditions 
Having travelled the length of drought ravaged Queensland during the year and then to see and hear of the fire 

ravaged areas of Australia recently, I respectfully preface my next comments.  

For the second year in a row we have experienced a range of seasonal conditions depending 

on your location, from a poor to a failed spring. We are fortunate to have the guidance given 

by Hamish Dickson to ensure our trial sheep are meeting industry expectations and guide-

lines. We also thank host properties that are meeting the nutritional needs in these trying 

seasons.  

We are also very grateful to Nick Falkenburg and his team at Mepungah, along with Mi-

chael Craig, Sean Harvey and the team at Tuloona, for the way they have all managed trial 

stock and been prepared to meet the, sometimes demanding, needs of the trials. The Tuloona 

trial has imposed some real demands this year and Seanôs willingness to tackle the challeng-

es head on with us, has been fantastic.  

From the chairman - Tom Silcock 

Above: tagging, marking and DNA sampling the 2015-drop lambs. 
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We all look forward to receiving some of Michaelôs knowledge he has gleaned from participating in a Nuffield 

Scholarship this year. 

Having the offer of Tuloona ï  under the pressures of short notice, Michael away for a big chunk of the year, joining 

more sires than ever committed to before, and the trial being a pilot for all the other Merino Life Time productivity 

Trials (MLP) ï  has been particularly generous. We have had to develop systems on the run to cope with DNA sam-

pling as ewes were being inseminated, cope and promptly deal with an arthritis infection challenge, and still work 

on further development of the auto Walk Over Weighing (WOW) crate. 

 

Trial updates 

We have just received DNA pedigree results to be able to allocate this yearôs lambs to sires. Once again it has high-

lighted the value in using DNA, as it has identified a few results that need further investigation. Until we get a more 

complete result, we need to be careful about offering incomplete data but offer some raw weaning weight infor-

mation. There are certainly some interesting lambs on the ground, but include a few extreme for wrinkle that could 

be challenged in this non-mulesed flock.  

It will be fascinating to see these 24 groups drafted up for the first time at our next Field Day on April 8, 2016 at 

Tuloona. For the first time this year, these weaners will be presented with comprehensive fleece testing and classing 

results. The last display of 2014 drop will be seen at Mepungah at this Field Day. 

The Tuloona ewe portion will go onto be joined for five natural joinings, with comprehensive individual ewe assess-

ment repeated every year and their progeny monitored through to weaning annually. It will certainly be interesting 

to track the performance of the different types over the trial. 

Our next joining is about to be finalised and will have an intriguing array of genetics to monitor over the same life 

time period. You can see the anticipated entries on a later page. 

 

I continue wearing a number of hats including: AMSEA chair, Merino Lifetime Productivity Trial (MLP)executive 

and committee, MLP site manager and chair of our site. It is rewarding to participate in the challenges of the various 

projects and exciting to witness the knowledge gained, as we strive to do things better, then watch and encourage 

industry adoption.   

Chairman Tom Silcock. 

Chairmanôs report continued ... 

Lambs at Wando Estate running through the Walk Over Weighing set up (above, left) and EMD and Fat scanning of 2014 trial lambs being 

undertaken by Steve Milne  at Mepungah. 

SAVE THE DATE: April 8, 2016  

Elders Balmoral Sire Evaluation Group annual field day 10am-6pm 
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The Merino Lifetime Productivity  (MLP) project is set to expand with a second year of 

joining to take place in three locations and ewe bases in Australia.   

In 2016 we will see 24 sires joined at Elders Victoria, Harrow, 13 joined at MerinoLink, Temora (NSW) and 15 

joined at Pingelly in Western Australia. Itôs hoped that a fourth site will be established for joining in 2017. The MLP 

project offers a unique and exciting opportunity to evaluate lifetime Merino profitability and the role that genetics 

plays in generating returns. The MLP sites will operate like a standard sire evaluation site ï following the rigorous 

and independently assessed measured and visual assessment protocols.  At the conclusion of the standard sire evalua-

tion (generally once progeny are between 18 to 24 months of age) AWI will support the ongoing measurement and 

visual classing of all ewe progeny through 4-5 joinings and annual shearings.  The number of ewes joined to each 

sire will be increased to 90 ewes to ensure that there will be sufficient ewe progeny numbers throughout life. 

The project team, site committees and industry advisors are currently finalising sire listings for each site.  The project 

received 90 nominations from sire owners to take part in the project, but with only 52 spots to fill in 2016 we will be 

encouraging those that missed out to nominate again for the 2017 joining.   

The MLP project has recently appointed Anne Ramsay to the role of project manager.  Anne is an agricultural service 

provider and has spent the last 18 years working in the area of sheep genetics and project management. Anne can be 

contacted on M: 0400 368 448 or E: stenhouseconsulting@bigpond.com 

AWI / AMSEA Merino Lifetime  
Productivity Project Update 

Elders Victoria Merino Lifetime Productivity Trial 
2015 Drop Weaning and Breech Results  

DNA Pedigree results have just been returned for the 2015 drop, so for the first time we are able to publish infor-

mation on each sireôs progeny. Some lambs require resampling in order to assign a sire. Therefore, progeny numbers 

and averages listed in the below table will change as more pedigrees become known. 

Sire Name No. Progeny 

Weaning 

Weight 

Breech  

Wrinkle 

Breech  

Cover 

Billandri Poll 130087 43 23.7 2.7 3.1 

Bogo 111424 52 23.0 2.4 3.1 

Bundaleer Poll 13V741 55 22.8 2.3 2.7 

Bundilla 111265 38 24.7 2.6 3.1 

Centre Plus Poll 207316 45 22.6 2.3 2.8 

Darriwell 130941 52 24.4 2.6 3.3 

Greenfields Poll 130599               50 23.0 2.4 3.2 

Glenpaen 120042 53 23.3 3.0 3.3 

Hazeldean 000043 58 24.2 2.8 3.2 

Kurra Wirra SR5681 56 22.3 2.9 3.2 

Leahcim Poll 090918 65 23.6 1.6 2.8 

Leahcim Poll 123153 42 23.4 1.9 3.1 

Mokanger 120092 37 23.6 2.9 3.5 

Moojepin 100248 48 24.3 1.8 2.8 

Merinotech WA Poll 100081 55 22.1 2.3 2.9 

Mumblebone 130389 30 22.7 2.3 3.4 

Nareeb Nareeb 130380 47 24.1 2.3 3.1 

Nerstane 130467 53 23.2 3.0 3.7 

One Oak No2 R56 63 22.7 3.4 3.8 

Roseville Park 140019 34 23.1 2.0 3.0 

The Mountain Dam ESA004 55 23.4 2.2 3.2 

Tuckwood Poll 121021 48 25.2 2.3 3.0 

Yalgoo 120043 55 23.1 2.7 3.2 

Yiddinga 130374 50 22.8 2.1 3.1 

Average 49 23.4 2.5 3.2 
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 Trial host property reports 

 

Michael Craig, owner,  

óTuloonaô 2015  trial property 

 
The 2015 Tuloona Sire Evaluation progeny were weaned on the 9th November at 

11 weeks of age.    

The average weaning weight was 23.4kg on the singles and 23.2 kg on the twins.   

Considering the seasonal conditions both ewes and lambs had progressed well, de-

spite testing barley grass conditions.    

The foundation ewes were all weighed and condition scored on the 22nd Novem-

ber with an average condition score of 3, as shown in the graph (below right). The 

intention is to lift the foundation ewes condition score to 3.2 by the commencement 

of the AI program in early April through the use of lupins and barley.      

The goal with the lambs is to continue on a 

rising plain of nutrition with a target condi-

tion score of over 3 and a minimum weight 

of 30kg at next years autumn break.  This 

will be achieved through daily monitoring  

and real time data capturing with Walk 

Over Weighing technology.    

The nutritional supplements of both the 

ewes and lambs will be carefully monitored 

by a comprehensive feed testing program 

by Livestock Logic and feed supplement 

requirements assisted by Hamish Dickson. 

(pictured, below, with Tuloona Manager, 

Sean Harvey, inspecting pastures at 

Tuloona in October, 2015). 


